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Teacher’s guide

Title: Cuerdas Duration: 10:52
Plot Summary: A young girl befriends a student with disabilities who has just arrived at their 
orphanage. 
Found: https://vimeo.com/ondemand/cuerdas/121169003
Subtitles: English, Spanish, none
Appropriateness: All ages
Location: Spain  
Themes: Friendship, acceptance, loss
Additional Info: I had to pay $1.99 for this short. The only one on this list with a cost involved. 
Best $2 curriculum item I’ve ever bought. 

Title: Los Gritones Duration: 1:16
Plot Summary: A couple are yelling from a rooftop. 
Found: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7EHO7Q8FjsM
Subtitles: English, I was unable to locate the film without subtitles (even the rtve.es hosted film 
has English subtitles)
Appropriateness: All ages, but better for 6th grade and up. 
Spanish level needed: Can definitely be watched in Spanish level 1 and up. 
Location: Spain
Themes: Love, risk

Title: Adios mamá Duration: 5:38
Plot Summary: A woman meets her deceased son’s doppelgänger while checking out at the 
supermarket.
Found: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kfU7uaTSBPI&t=9s
Subtitles: none
Appropriateness: All ages, but better for 9th grade and up. 
Spanish level needed: Can be figured out somewhat easily, but probably better for Spanish level 
3 and up. 
Location: Mexico
Themes: Trust, deception

https://vimeo.com/ondemand/cuerdas/121169003
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7EHO7Q8FjsM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kfU7uaTSBPI&t=9s
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Title: Diez minutos Duration: 14:52
Plot Summary: A man tries to get his cell provider to give him the number of a “missed” call. 
Found: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L4xDUZw9wJU&t=32s
Subtitles: English, none
Appropriateness: Some language, better for upperclass HS students. 
Spanish level needed: This is nearly 15 minutes of solid Spanish dialogue. Difficult if not using 
subtitles, even for AP students. 
Location: Spain
Themes: Love, Corporate customer service, 

Title: La migala (The bird spider) Duration: 10:44
Plot Summary: A man purchases a bird spider with the intention of getting over a relationship. 
Found: https://vimeo.com/50212915
Subtitles: English, none 
Appropriateness: Definitely a little creepy. If a student has arachnophobia, they most likely 
wouldn’t be able to watch this. HS and up. 
Spanish level needed: Not as much dialogue, attainable for upper level HS Spanish like Spanish 
3, 4 and AP. Especially with some teacher assistance. 
Location: Spain
Themes: Fear, loss

Title: Spiderboy Duration: 7:02
Plot Summary: A young boy makes a wish
Found: https://vimeo.com/10158808
Subtitles: English (I have only found this cortometraje with the subtitles)
Appropriateness: all ages
Spanish level needed: Mostly monologue, but listening to a small child speak has its own set of 
challenges. 
Location: Spain
Themes: Courage, heroism

Title: Café para llevar Duration: 13:06
Plot Summary: A woman runs into an old flame at a cafe and has a cup of coffee with him. 
Found: https://vimeo.com/96813998
Subtitles: English, none
Appropriateness:  Some mild language. Deals with more mature subject issues like breakups 
and regret. One of those that I’ve found students either love it or don’t get it. 
Spanish level needed: Some nice dialogue that is very attainable for upper level students. 
Location: Spain
Themes: Relationships, Change

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L4xDUZw9wJU&t=32s
https://vimeo.com/50212915
https://vimeo.com/10158808
https://vimeo.com/96813998
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Title: El cambio de Sara Duration: 6:46
Plot Summary: A girl who wants to be like others gets the ability to hear their thoughts. 
Found: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UmyRLoGaNBw&t=180s
Subtitles: None
Appropriateness: All ages. Deals with typical social issues and wishing you could have what 
others have. Currently unable to find this with subtitles meaning it would be reserved for upper 
level, especially AP students. The youtube captions work ok when she has a monologue but not 
well in other situations. Definitely more like a student film, less professionalized than the rest of 
the cortometrajes. 
Location: Canary Islands
Themes: Jealousy, Perspective

Title: Dulce Duration: 14:40
Plot Summary: “Two Children. Two grandparents One game.”
Found: https://vimeo.com/channels/spanishshortfilms/44097317
Subtitles: English
Appropriateness: Really all ages, some very mild language. 
Location: Spain
Spanish Level needed: Intermediate Mid if not using subtitles. Lots of really nice structures that 
are practiced in typical classrooms. One of the easiest cortometrajes to understand the 
dialogue. Perfect for listening comprehension. If using subtitles, there are some very interesting 
translations that could be fun to investigate in their own right. 
Themes: Love, life, dreams

Title: Vidas paralelas Duration: 3:24
Plot Summary: 2 girls get ready for school- one in Spain, the other in Colombia. 
Found: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8-GxLRQeT_o
Subtitles: English, Spanish
Appropriateness: All ages
Location: Spain and Colombia
Spanish level needed: Intermediate. There are some nice standard Spanish-class topics and 
phrases found in this film. 
Themes: School, cultural differences and comparisons

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UmyRLoGaNBw&t=180s
https://vimeo.com/channels/spanishshortfilms/44097317
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8-GxLRQeT_o
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Title: María bonita Duration: 18:41 (several minutes at the end are actual 
footage from when María spent time with this family)

Plot Summary: A young teen gets to spend time with the famous Mexican beauty icon María 
Félix. Based on an actual event. 
Found: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WYBlsQQG2-Q
Subtitles: English
Appropriateness: More advanced topics like beauty and aesthetics best suited for high school, 
especially upperclass students. Some language in the film and references to sex in the linked 
obituary article. 
Location: Mexico
Spanish level needed: Some parts are challenging. The conversations between María and 
Agatha have some nice structures for listening. 
Themes: Beauty, Mexican culture

Title: No me ama Duration: 16:09
Plot Summary: A man on a vacation with his girlfriend is consumed with the idea that she has 
never told him “I love you”. 
Found: https://vimeo.com/25803177
Subtitles: English, none
Appropriateness: For a mature audience. Some strong language and very forward sexual 
content. 
Location: Argentina/Uruguay
Spanish Level needed: Very high skills needed without using subtitles. Wonderful Argentine 
accents that many students haven’t been exposed to as frequently. 
Themes: Love, Relationships, Overanalyzing

On the (much much) darker side 

Title: 7:35 de la mañana Duration: 7:54
Plot Summary: A woman walks into a café and a stranger begins to sing to her. 
Found: https://vimeo.com/36470597
Subtitles: English or none
Appropriateness: For a mature audience. Very dark short film.
Spanish level needed: A Spanish 4 favorite. 
Location: Spain
Themes: Desperation 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WYBlsQQG2-Q
https://vimeo.com/25803177
https://vimeo.com/36470597
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Title: Mamá, with an introduction by Guillermo del Toro Duration: 3:35
Plot Summary: Two children are hiding from their “mamá”
Found: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uqlZUZfcwEc
Subtitles: English or none
Appropriateness: For a mature audience. Very scary short film
Spanish level needed: Intermediate mid. The Spanish is very easy to understand and is short. 
Location: Spain
Themes: Horror, Zombies, family relationships in some weird way

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uqlZUZfcwEc
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Los cortometrajes Nombre _____________________
Cuerdas

Antes de ver el cortometraje 

1. ¿Cuáles son las características de una persona positiva? ¿Eres tú una persona positiva? 
¿Por qué?

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

2. ¿Cuáles son los juegos que jugabas durante el recreo?  

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Después de verlo

3. Escribe algunas de las maneras en que María ayuda a Nicolás.  

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

4. Describe tus sentimientos al ver el final del cortometraje.  

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
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Los cortometrajes Nombre _____________________
Los gritones

Antes de ver el cortometraje

1. Estás en el techo de un edificio muy grande. Puedes ver toda la ciudad. ¿Qué vas a gritar? 
 

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

Después de verlo

2. ¿Qué gritan? 
El hombre La mujer 

___________________________________ ___________________________________
___________________________________ ___________________________________

___________________________________ ___________________________________
___________________________________ ___________________________________

3. Al final ¿por qué no responde la mujer? 

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
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Los cortometrajes Nombre _____________________
Adiós mamá

1. Describe una situación en que una persona desconocida te habló en una tienda. ¿De 
qué te habló esta persona? ¿Cómo te sentías? ¿La volviste a ver? 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

2. Después de ver el cortometraje, describe una situación en que otra persona te engañó. 
¿Cómo lo hizo? ¿Cómo te hizo sentir? 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
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Los cortometrajes Nombre  __________________
Vidas paralelas

Antes de ver el cortometraje:

1. Describe tu rutina diaria

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Después de verlo

2. ¿De dónde es María? ¿Y Sofía? 
____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

2. ¿Cómo son similares las vidas de María y Sofía?  

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

3. ¿Cómo son distintas?  

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
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Los cortometrajes Nombre  __________________
Dulce

1. En tu opinión ¿qué es el amor?
____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

2.  Describe el juego que juegan alrededor de la mesa. ¿Cuáles son los deseos de los 
personajes? 
____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

3. ¿Crees que esta película es verdaderamente dulce? ¿Por qué?

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
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Los cortometrajes Nombre  __________________
Spiderboy

Antes de ver el cortometraje:

1. ¿Si pudieras tener un super poder, cuál sería? 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Después de verlo:

1. ¿Cuál es el pedido del chico? 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

2. ¿Quién es el archienemigo de spiderboy? ¿Qué es lo que necesita para luchar? 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
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Los cortometrajes Nombre  __________________
El cambio de Sara

1. ¿Quién es la primera persona que encuentra Sara? _____________________________  

       Sara quiere ser como esta persona. Explica por qué. 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

2. ¿Quién es la segunda persona que encuentra Sara? _____________________________

       Sara quiere ser como esta persona. Explica por qué. 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

3. ¿Quién es la tercera persona que encuentra Sara? _____________________________

       Sara quiere ser como esta persona. Explica por qué. 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Al final, Sara se da cuenta de que todos quieren ser como ella. Explica por que. 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
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Los cortometrajes Mi maestro me llama __________________
Diez minutos

Antes de ver el cortometraje

1. ¿Has tenido la experiencia de llamar al servicio de atención al cliente de una empresa 
grande? Describe esta experiencia. Prefieres hablar con una persona o una computadora en 
estas situaciones? ¿Por qué? 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Después de verlo

2. ¿Cuáles son algunas de las estrategias que utiliza Enrique para convencerle a Nuria
a ayudarle?  

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
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3. ¿Por qué crees que Nuria finalmente le ayuda a Enrique? 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
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Los cortometrajes Nombre  __________________
La migala

1. ¿A qué tienes miedo?  Describe una situación en que has tenido que enfrentar este miedo. 
¿Qué pasó? ¿Cómo te sentiste? ¿Cómo lo superaste? 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

2.  Durante el cortometraje La migala, ¿Cómo te sentiste al ver la migala en la casa? 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
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3.  Pon los siguientes acontecimientos en orden cronológico. 

El hombre compra la migala.

La migala muerde al hombre.

La novia se despide del hombre.

El hombre suelta la migala en su casa.

La migala se encuentra en el frutero.

La novia le llama por teléfono al hombre.
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Los cortometrajes Nombre  __________________
Café para llevar

Antes de ver el cortometraje
1. Describe una situación en que has visto a un amigo o antiguo novio después de mucho 

tiempo. ¿Cómo te sentiste al ver a esta persona de nuevo? 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Después de verlo
2. En tu opinión, ¿por qué se sienta Alicia con Javi para tomar el café? 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

3. Describe el encuentro entre Alicia y Javi.  

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
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4. ¿Piensas que Alicia todavía quiere a Javi? ¿Por qué piensas así? 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
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Los cortometrajes Nombre  __________________
No me ama

Antes de ver el cortometraje
1. Piensa en una situación en que has sobre-analizado una situación. ¿Qué pasó? ¿Cuál fue el 

resultado? 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Después de verlo

2. ¿Crees que el novio realmente ama a la novia? Apoya tu opinión. 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

3. Según el cortometraje ¿cuál es la diferencia entre “te quiero” y “te amo”?

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

4. ¿Es necesario decir “te amo” para realmente amar a otra persona?

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
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Los cortometrajes Nombre  __________________
María bonita

Antes de ver el cortometraje

1. Lee el artículo https://www.theguardian.com/news/2002/apr/10/guardianobituaries.filmnews 

Después de ver el cortometraje

2.  ¿Por qué se queda María con la familia de Agatha?  

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

3. ¿Qué es lo que quiere saber Agatha?  

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

4. ¿Cuál es la respuesta de María Félix?  

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

https://www.theguardian.com/news/2002/apr/10/guardianobituaries.filmnews
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5. Según María Félix, ¿qué es la belleza? 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
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Los cortometrajes Nombre  __________________
7:35 de la mañana

1. ¿Qué es un flash mob?  

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

2. Al principio del cortometraje ¿pensabas que el flash mob era romántico?  

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

3. ¿Te gusta esta película? ¿por qué o por qué no?  

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

4. ¿Qué efecto tiene la filmación en blanco y negro? ¿Cómo contribuye al tono del 
cortometraje?  

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
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Los cortometrajes Nombre  __________________
Mamá

1. Guillermo del Toro dice que este cortometraje está cargado de emoción y de terror. ¿Estás 
de acuerdo? ¿Por qué? 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

2. En tu opinión ¿qué le ha pasado a Mamá? 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________


